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Preface

A certain poet says that word is light
that connects life. As a matter of fact,
we are mutually connected and are
allowed to live by words. Honen's
religious thoughts eight hundred years
ago have been passed on to the present
day by means of his sayings, so that we
are even now blessed with life by his
words. [ intend to translate his sayings
into English in order for more and more
people to enjoy themselves with them
and widen their circle of connection all
over the world.

The sayings that I select in this section
are just a small number of Honen's and [
do not aim at establishing a coherent and
systematic collection of his words, but I
attempt to quote and comment on some
deeply impressive sayings at random. I
hope that this English translation will be
a good opportunity to connect hearts
beyond space-time. (Ryoji Kasai)
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Commentary

This teaching was stated in his
main literary work Senchaku
hongan nembutsu shu and has
become the very essence of his
Buddhism.

Honen's Buddhism is said to
have divided a long history of
Japanese Buddhism into the two
periods before and after it.
Down to that time Japanese
Buddhism had developed into
idealistic learning divorced from
real life. Honen admittedly
changed it to practicable learning
which is in touch with reality.
The change is also not his own
arbitrary decision but it follows
traditional Buddhist's learning,
as Senchaku hongan nembutsu
shu demonstrates it.
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Honen Shonin's Sayings

1 It is the right practice to
attain birth into Amida Buddha's
Paradise that people do nothing
but earnestly call upon His name
and do not fail to do so incessantly
with the whole heart at any time
and place in their daily courses
of life, irrespective of whether it
is done for a long time or not.
Because the practice fulfils what
Amida Buddha originally vowed.
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