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Honen Shonin's Sayings

One asked, “It is said that you must not do any
good deeds but the nembutsu because they are
not deeds necessary for going to the Paradise. Is
it true?”

Honen answered, “It can be compared to a scene
in which a master is followed by a large number
of his family and followers in his journey. In a
journey to the Paradise, the nembutsu is the
master and the other good deeds are his family
and followers, but, even so, that is no reason to
dislike these other deeds.” (Twelve Clauses of
Questions and Answers)
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Commentary

There was once the word shugisha in Japanese, which corresponds to the English
word Zdeologist. The word itself means a person who has specially fixed principles. It
actually referred to communists or anarchists of those days, because they overly
attached themselves to their own ideologies and obstinately claimed that they could
manage to solve all problems solely on their principles. We can say, however, that this
world is overcrowded with a variety of things and is constantly changing according to
how one thing or another happens. Thus it is unreasonable to attempt to solve all
problems depending on just one ideology.

Humans are weak in ideas, so that once they decide on one idea, they cannot help
sticking to the idea. The same may be true with the question in the above quotation.
The great power moves this world but no superficial human wisdom can make it
completely clear. This being the case, what else can we do but live with our devotion
and obedience to the power? We can say that we should live here now by diverting
to such an obedient way of living whatever good deeds we might do. I think that
Honen answered the question in that way.
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