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Honen Shonin's Sayings

The principal focuses of the nembutsu in Amida
Buddha’s Original Vow are on people, like those
cutting wood, mowing grass, plucking greens or
drawing water, who are illiterate for lack of
Buddhist and other learnings but earnestly pray
to Amida Buddha all the time believing that if
they say the nembutsu, they do not fail to be
born in the Paradise. If our wisdom itself allowed
us to free ourselves from this world of delusion,
why should a man like this Genkuu (=Honen)
leave the Holy Path Buddhism in Hieizan and
come to the Pure Land Buddhism. (Shinkuu
Shonin Densetsu no Kotoba)
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Commentary

We encounter a lot of problems every day. We figure we can manage to solve the
problems by means of our only imaginary wisdom, but there are problems in this
world that, however hard we may try to, we cannot solve by means of our wisdom.
To give a familiar example, have all your present situations been managed exactly
as you originally planned to by your own wisdom? Perhaps there may be almost no
one who can answer in the affirmative. All of you must have tasted unexpected
developments of your lives. The same will be true with your futures as well.

Honen was called “Monk Honen of the top rank of wisdom” in Hieizan. That first-
rank Honen said, “If we had enough wisdom to understand everything, why should
I, Genkuu, leave the Holy Path Buddhism, in which such a precept was preached,
and come to the Pure Land Buddhism?” In this world, there is, indeed, an inscrutable
greater power beyond human wisdom. If that is the case, what else can we do but
live an obedient life following such a greater power?
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