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Honen Shonin's Sayings
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In your learning, it is very important to manage
to make a selection of your own for the first time.
It is easy to inherit what you have been taught by
your master. (A story about how to pursue the

study of Buddhism)
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Commentary

You get on a Tsuyama line at Okayama Station and, going up north, arrive at
Tanjo-ji Station in about one hour. Honen was born in a powerful clan’s house
there in April, Chosho 2 (1133 AD). At the age of nine, he lost his father in a night
raid. At the age of fifteen, he went up to Mt. Hiei. He learned what we would call
conceptual Buddhism, trying to know what Buddhism was. This was probably a
traditional Japanese way of studying Buddhism in those days. Considering that he
was a genius called “the top rank of wisdom”, he must have been good at such a
traditional style of studying. However, that was not Buddhism which he tried to
pursue. I think that he wanted to consider Buddhism in terms of his immediate
personal concerns. After his painstaking effort, he ultimately attained his own
Buddhism and came down to Kyoto to start the Sect of the Pure Land. It was in
spring at the age of 43. It can be said that this was exactly “Buddhism that he
himself managed to select for the first time”.
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