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Honen Shonin's Sayings

We should never have any grudge against
anybody about our exile. (...) We have been
recommending the nembutsu to people in the
capital city of Kyoto for a long time. My long-
cherished desire is to go to the provinces and
recommend it to the people there. (The words
Honen said to his disciples at the time of his
exile)

Commentary

When we recite the nembutsu for a long time,
we find ourselves getting into a certain rhythm.
When the ex-emperor Gotoba (1180-1239) made
an imperial visit to Kumano, two court ladies
became Buddhist priestesses because they
gratefully accepted the nembutsu accompanied
by such a rhythm. This happening triggered off
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an event called “Persecution in Ken-ei” (1207AD), and, as a result, Honen was
exiled to Shikoku and his two disciples were sentenced to death. On that occasion
Honen said the words quoted above.

But even so there existed no general documents about this major event in those
days. Its oldest record was found in a supplementary note in Tannisho, 81 long
years after the incident, and 77 years after Honen’s death. But the record was not
a general one. I wonder if archivists of those times shrank from recording
incidents such as execution and “onru” (i.e., exile to a distant land) of priests
because their recording would just lay curses on them. I incidentally remark here
that, in legal terms of those days, “onru” was one of the three types of exile
( “onru”, “churu” and “konru” ) according to the distance from Kyoto; in Engishiki,
a collection of detailed enforcement regulations at that time, firstly, the exile to
distant provinces such as Izu, Awa, Hitachi, Sado, Oki, Tosa was called “onru”,
secondly, the exile to near ones such as Echizen and Aki was “kinru”, and, thirdly,
the exile to the midway between “onru” and “kinru” was “churu”. Honen's exile
was “onru” because it was to Tosa.
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